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Spectrum and with Learning Differences 
 
http://cipworldwide.org/ 
 

Founded in Lee, Massachusetts in 1984, the College Internship Program (CIP) originally served as a 

community-based alternative to institutions for students with Learning Disabilities. The program was founded 

to supply a transitional apartment program for individuals to learn the skills necessary to live independently. 

From the beginning, the program served as a psycho-educational alternative to traditional “medical model” 

facilities. 

The founder, Dr. Michael McManmon, was profoundly influenced by the work on “Normalization” by 

Wolfensberger. The belief is that students with learning differences must live, learn and work in environments 

which duplicate normal real-life conditions. 

With assistance from our Professional Advisory Board Members, CIP has developed comprehensive 

curriculum specifically for Asperger’s syndrome, high-functioning autism, nonverbal learning differences, 

ADHD and other learning differences. Further development in academic supports include tutoring, advising, 

executive functioning skills groups, study halls and academic liaison with colleges and universities. 

As alternative or adjoined curriculum to academics, CIP’s career program offers services such as career 

counseling, employment skills classes, internship/job liaison, job coaching and internship/job support groups. 

Developing social skills and social thinking is an important piece of independent life. CIP offers individual 

social mentoring, social thinking group classes and a social transition group for students transitioning out of 

CIP. 

As a residential program, experienced staff work with students 1-on-1 in their own apartments assisting them 

in cooking instruction and safety, apartment maintenance and executive functioning and organization skills. 

Students are incorporated into CIP’s diverse and supportive learning culture in which all individuals are treated 

with respect. 

Since 1984, the College Internship Program has expanded into six national centers of excellence with full-year 

and summer program options. 
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CIP at a Glance 

Preparing Young Adults on the Autism Spectrum, with ADHD and 

Learning Differences for Success since 1984 

 
Our Mission is to inspire independence and expand the foundation on which young adults with Asperger’s, 

ADHD and other Learning Differences can build happy and productive lives. 

CIP is one of the most comprehensive programs in the world for assisting young adults with learning 

differences to succeed in college, employment, and independent living. 

 Founded in 1984 to help young people with Asperger’s, ADHD and other Learning Differences make 

successful transitions from adolescence to young adulthood 

 Full year and summer programs located in Massachusetts, Florida, Indiana, California and New York 

 Comprehensive curriculum developed specifically for students with Asperger’s, High-functioning 

Autism, ADHD, NLD and other Learning Differences 

 The CIP program focuses on real-life skills in areas of social thinking, executive functioning, sensory 

processing and wellness 

 Each student’s vision and goals are explored and help determine their services and supports 

 Residential apartment living support prepares students for independent living 

 A team of staff are dedicated to each student’s personal success 

Curriculum and Tracks 

Students with learning differences receive individualized supports in the area of social skills, college 

academics, internship and career development and life skills. Incoming applicants are assessed and a Level of 

Support is determined which provides each student with the appropriate amount and type of supports for 

success. In addition to these individually tailored services, each student chooses to pursue one of the following 

areas of focus. 

Available Areas of Focus: 

 College/Certification Track – Attend a local college, university or vocational program with CIP’s 

support and direction 

 Career Skills Training & Employment Program -Take part in C-STEP, CIP’s career development 

track offering hand-on, small group classes and more extensive internship and job positions 
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