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MINUTES 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

COASTAL DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES FOUNDATION 

JULY 6, 2016 

 

  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Nilo Choudhry 

    Sandra Gonzalez 

Larry Ryan 

Alejandro Soschin 

Russell Tanner 

Adriana Madrigal 

Maria Soto 

Phil Jackson 

Bob Steiner 

Betty Pearson-Grimble 

Ben Davidson 

Zoe Giesberg 

Richard Breen 

Myra Mezquita 

David Wyles 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Cammy Starks DuPont, Austin Dove, Elizabeth Espinosa  

  

GUESTS:   Carmine Manicone, Bill Feeman, Denise Fernald, Danny 

Franco, Danise Lehrer, Erica Reimer Snell, Mary Lou 

Weise-Stusser, Ben Adams, Joseph Allen, Christofer 

Arroyo (SCDD), Cindy Chiu (SCDD), Zakir Choudhry, 

Nick Coplin, Marcela DiMauro, Judy Enright, Sylvia 

Fahimian, Elizabeth Gomez, Fernando Gomez, Brett 

Gordon, Naomi Harrel,  Josh Kruskol, Marcia James, 

Esther Kelsey, Hector Madrigal, Jennifer Mantell, Judy 

Mark, Robert Martin, Barbara McCants, David Mezquita, 

Francisco Pineda, Sandy Rubenfeld, Todd Rubien, Robert 

Schwartz, Felicia Williams, Sarah Williams-Katuli, Wesley 

Witherspoon, Gabrielle Zadra, Ari Zeldin, Vanessa Arauza, 

Lisa Basiri, Linda Butler, Soryl Markowitz 

  

CALL TO ORDER  
Meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Nilo Choudhry at 6:16 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM: 
It was established that the members present represented a quorum necessary pursuant to 

Section 3.03 (g) of the bylaws of Westside Regional Center which states: 

(g) Quorum 

A quorum of the Board of Directors shall consist of nine (9) members 
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of the corporation.  Provided, however, that a quorum of the Board of Directors shall 

consist of a majority of the Directors then in office at any time when the number of 

Directors then in office is less than ten (10) 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

Guests were welcomed and invited to introduce themselves by Chairperson, Nilo 

Choudhry. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT 
Fernando Gomez welcomed and congratulated all the new Board Members. 

 

Brett Gordon invited everyone to a Social Media Awareness Training July 28
th

 from 

4:30pm – 6:30pm in the Danneker Boardroom.  

 

Zoe Giesberg wrote on her blog about Finding Dory and disability representation in the 

media.  It made it to the Jewish Journal’s website under Jews with Special Needs blog.  

She highly recommended the movie and then to read her blog.   

   

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Nilo Choudhry, Chairperson, reported for the first time in her new role.  She thanked 

Sandra Gonzalez, former Interim Chair, for maintaining the Westside Way standards and 

taking on a leadership role at Westside during some difficult times. 

 

Nilo stated that there will be a closed session towards the end of the meeting for a 

pending litigation update.  At that time there will be an opportunity for public comments 

before and after that closed session.   

 

Nilo asked that the meetings start at the scheduled time and that everyone respect each 

other’s time to keep the meeting within the 2 hours it is scheduled for.  She also 

mentioned that having the dinner buffet table in the back of the room really helped get the 

meeting started on time this evening.  

 

The entire board thanked the WRC Executive Team and Staff for their dedication and 

hard work.  They got to see more of what they do after taking the WRC 101 training on 

June 28
th

.  June 1
st
 there was also a Governance Training by Chris Arroyo.  Moving 

forward they will try to have a mini training on topics that will be helpful for the Board.   

 

Nilo introduced Carmine Manicone, Executive Director, and asked him to speak a bit 

more about the Annual Board Dinner we had on June 22, 2016.   Carmine reported that a 

few key Board Members were unable to attend the Annual Board dinner and took some 

time to acknowledge those who missed it.  He presented Ben Davidson with a gift card 

and Sandra Gonzalez with an engraved gavel and gift card for their time and involvement 

as committee chairs/ Interim Chair during the 2015-2016 fiscal year.  

                                                                                                                                                                          

TWO ACTION ITEMS (ACTION*) 

1. APPROVAL OF ON AMENDEMENT OF BYLAWS TO INCREASE THE 
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NUMBER OF DIRECTORS UP TO 21 (ACTION*) 

Ben Davidson, Board Member and Nominating Committee Chair, motioned to 

approve the amendment of the Bylaws to increase the number of Directors up to 

21.  

RESOLUTION:  TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT OF THE BYLAWS TO 

INCREASE THE NUMBER OF DIRECTORS UP TO 21.  

After public comment, the motion passed:  

11 AYES 

1 NO 

0 ABSTENTIONS 

2. APPROVAL TO RATIFY THE MARCH 16, 2016 ELECTION OF NEW 

BOARD MEMBERS, RICHARD BREEN, ELIZABETH ESPINOSA, 

MYRA MEZQUITA AND DAVID WYLES (ACTION*) 

Ben Davidson, Board Member and Nominating Committee Chair, motioned to 

approve and ratify the March 16, 2016 election of new Board Members, Richard 

Breen, Elizabeth Espinosa, Myra Mezquita and David Wyles. 

RESOLUTION:  TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT TO RATIFY THE 

MARCH 16, 2016 ELECTION OF THE NEW BOARD 

MEMBERS, RICHARD BREEN, ELIZABETH ESPINOSA, 

MYRA MEZQUITA AND DAVID WYLES. 

After public comment, the motion passed:  

12 AYES 

0 NO 

0 ABSTENTIONS 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JUNE 1, 2016 BOARD MEETINGS (ACTION*) 

Larry Ryan and Alejandro Soschin, Board Co-Secretaries, motioned to approve the 

June 1, 2016 Board Minutes. 

RESOLUTION:  TO APPROVE OF MINUTES FOR THE JUNE 1, 2016 

BOARD MEETINGS.  

After public comment, the motion passed:  

15 AYES 

0 NO 

0 ABSTENTIONS 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

FINANCE (ACTION*)   
Danny Franco, Director of Finance, reported that the financials look good and we are 

within our allocation.  It was a good year for DDS too.  The Committee discussed the 990 

information return for 2014 tax year and the preliminary budget for the current year is 

looking good as DDS is being generous with their preliminary budget.  Also, the line of 

credit was renewed for the agency of about $18 million dollars in case there are any cash 

flow issues with the state during the current fiscal year. 

 

ACHIEVABLE   

Josh Kruskol, Director of Development and Communication reported that there was an 
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event last week with Karen Bass and it was a great opportunity to bring together different 

stakeholders. It was a great event and invited the Board to attend the next one.  

 

CONSUMER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Russell Tanner reported that this is his first time reporting for CAC.  They continue to 

volunteer to various community events and spread awareness.   

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
Ben Davidson, thanked the WRC Staff who participated and stayed late for the WRC 101 

Training last week.  The committee will be scheduling more interviews for two possible 

consumer Board Members slots.  

Denise Fernald mentioned that three Conflict of Interest forms are still missing.  

Everyone else completed theirs at the WRC 101 Training. 

 

POLITICAL ACTION/ CLIENT SERVICES COMMITTEES 

Zoe Giesberg reported that both committees met as one this evening.  The main Political 

Action item is that the budgets were passed as expected.  There was discussion and 

proposal to move this committee to the second Tuesday of every month before the Self-

Determination meeting to ensure it does not conflict with the Client Services Committee 

Meeting.   

 

Zoe reported that the Client Services Committee met after several months.  The main 

purpose of the committee is to go over modifications and adjustments to service 

standards, college development programs, protocols for transportation and behavior 

regulations.  The Board and DDS have to approve all modifications and adjustments 

standards.  There is a potential sub-committee to be created on the Service Standards 

given the HCBS Final Rule and Self-Determination.  If anyone else is interested in 

joining this committee, please let Zoe know.   

 

There is talk about huge changes in residential homes. There will be an open house for 

our project next Tuesday and we will be getting information soon.  WRC is apparently 

ahead of the game in terms of developing residential services.   

 

They have discussed creating a task force concerning the HCBS Final Rule to reach out 

to families and providers to know about the changes so they are well informed.  

 

ARCA 

Alejandro Soschin reported that he and Sandra Gonzalez will be the delegates for ARCA 

representing WRC.   They meet several times a year mostly in Sacramento.  Luckily, the 

upcoming meeting will be in Torrance on August 18 & 19.  There a few opportunities for 

the public to attend some portions of the meetings.  If you are interested please feel free 

to contact Alejandro or Vanessa Arauza for more information.  We have a new ARCA 

Board President, Terri Coluchis.  If you have any feedback on how they can better 

represent WRC at the state level, please let Alejandro and Sandra know. 
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SERVICE PROVIDER ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SPAC) 

Zoe Giesberg reported the committee discussed bed bug issues, residential housing, 

HCBS Final Rule considering individual housing and ILS insurance. Tennessee has been 

approved under the HCBS Final Rule as of June 21, 2016.  They also discussed the 

importance of voting and the budget for what consists of financial review and fiscal audit.  

They also discussed overtime will be an issue for all service providers. There will be a 

Social Media Safety Training on July 28
th

 from 4:30pm – 6:30pm.    

 

FAMILY RESOURCE EMPOWERMENT CENTER (FRC) 

There was no report.  

 

MEET THE BOARD:  A quick introduction by of Board Member, Ben Davidson, so 

everyone can get to know more about each other.  

 

SELF DETERMINATION ADVISORY GROUP 

Judy Mark reported they continue to meet monthly on the second Tuesday of the month.  

Their focus will be on pre-enrollment informational meetings for people who want to be 

part of the Self Determination program are required to go to.  DDS wants people to 

understand what they are getting into.  The meetings will be about an hour and a half long 

and the topics will come from DDS for consistency across the 21 regional centers in 

different languages and locations. Judy provided an update of where the program stands 

statewide. 

August’s meeting will be moved to August 16
th

 due to scheduling conflicts, but will 

return to the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month in September. 

 

Fernando Gomez acknowledged Judy Mark’s hard work.  

 

EQUITY TASK FORCE 

Fernando Gomez reported that the task force met today between 4:00pm and 5:00pm and 

realized it wasn’t enough time.  The focus and goal is to discuss disparity on the services.  

It has grown and in addition to purchase of services disparities, they are looking at the 

community as a whole on how to facilitate and implement services for the regional center 

system.  A UCLA student out together a report called Regional Center Disparity and Data 

which is a nine page report which is very informative.  Judy will send to Vanessa who 

will make it available to everyone. It is the first of three reports.  In addition, the next 

meeting will be on a date that is not the same as the Board Meeting to ensure it does not 

overlap with other committee meetings. 

 

Alejandro Soschin suggested maybe having that speaker come to one of our Board 

Meetings to present her report as part of our Board Trainings.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Carmine Manicone reported that this was the first Board Meeting the new Assistant 

Director of Client Services, Erica Reimer Snell, is attending and welcomed her.   He 

mentioned WRC is on target with the budget for POS and OPS.  It was a good year for 

DDS and they passed the money down to us.  Danny Franco made a comparison from 
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this year to past years.  With ABX2 1 and what the governor gave for the caseload 

growth, our OPS budget is 16% higher than it was a year ago.  Overall we are looking at 

an 11% increase from 2015-2016 fiscal year and this is just the preliminary allocations.  

 

We have offers out to two new service coordinators in Early Start and they will be 

starting in a couple of weeks.  We have two finalists who will be interviewed next week 

for the Early Start Intake Coordinator position.  They are needed as we are seeing over 30 

intakes a week for children under 3 years of age just in early start alone.  

 

We added a new Federal Revenue Coordinator to oversee and manage the Medicaid 

waivers.  Previously, we had only one person who did this by himself with part time help.  

We are continue to be the #1 Center in the state on the Medicaid waiver with about 53% 

of our consumers are on the waiver. 

 

We have offers out to two additional floater positions as we often have staff out on 

maternity or medical leave with caseloads so we have them come in and manage those 

cases.  

 

We will be expanding to a new unit and had a number of internal candidates and have 

narrowed it down to a handful of finalists and the Executive Committee will be 

interviewing them next week to bring on a new program manager and create a new unit.  

It’s the first time we have expanded into a new unit in about 10-12 years.  We are 

planning to add 10-12 new Service Coordinators.  

 

In Community Services, Mary Lou has hired a new BCBA, Sarah, and she is the back of 

the room, please welcome her.  On Friday we received notification that our CPP had been 

approved by DDS.  We were approved for 14 projects.  DDS added 2 projects for 2 crisis 

homes we did not apply for.  This attests to Mary Lou and her team because of the track 

record we have of developing really high quality homes with CPP money that has been 

given to us.  We also have the first multi-unit low-income housing to serve our 

consumers.  This will be the first for us.  We are also able to fund 13 staff positions 

through those CPP funds.  Special thanks to Mary Lou and her team for putting that 

together.  

 

We need more space and an architect came out and provided new floor plans to create 

more space upstairs. We will be adding a folding wall system in two of our larger 

conference rooms on the 4
th

 floor to create more meeting room space.  We also have 

space behind the boardroom that will be converted into office space for 5-6 people.  We 

are still working into getting more space from other tenants.   

 

On June 14
th

 WRC held our Caseload Ratios meeting and submitted the correction action 

plan to DDS requesting more money.  Core staffing ratio is outdated and ARCA is 

pushing DDS to take a look at it.  

 

On July 13
th

, WRC will be hosting APSE Workshop and about 25-30 staff will be at that 

training.  Pam Arturi worked on that and she will be presenting at the September Board 



 

WRC Board Meeting Minutes ~ 7 ~ July 6, 2016 

Meeting. 

 

We got increases, but surveys were sent out by DDS to our providers and there was a lag 

in getting those surveys back.  That has changed and they received a lot more back.  

These increases are intended for the staff that works at least 75% of the time providing 

direct care to the individuals we serve.  They will have reporting requirements.   

  

DDS has been asked by Legislators to do disparity public meetings at various regional 

centers.  Two will be held in Southern California at Inland Regional Center and the other 

at South Central Regional Center.  Dates are yet to be determined.  

 

We have a lot to do to accommodate the new changes coming into the system.  We will 

be receiving more money but there will a lot expected for it in the next year.    

  

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT 
Gabrielle Zadra is a parent of children who are clients in the Early Start program and 

talked about the systemic problem in that state law mandates that after the initial 6 

months of funding through the regional center you need to access your private insurance 

and they don’t have the majority of providers in there system.  These providers rather 

deal with regional centers than private insurance.  

 

Judy Mark updated on some grants Autism Society of Los Angeles has received from 

UCLA.  Some include the creation of a speakers bureau of self-advocates, translation of 

all ASLA’s material into Spanish, independent facilitator training for people who want to 

be facilitators in Spanish and hearings. 

 

CLOSED SESSION – PENDING LITIGATION (California Welfare and 

Institutions Code Section 4663, subdivision (a)(5))  

Chairperson, Nilo Choudhry, reported that the Board went into closed session to update 

the Board on a pending litigation. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comments.  

 

ADJOURNMENT (ACTION*)   
The meeting adjourned at 8:05p.m. by Chairperson, Nilo Choudhry. 

 

 

Larry Ryan and Alejandro Soschin 

Co-Secretaries of the Board 

 

 

              


